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Drive through nearly any small town in America today, and you’ll see them lining the roadway. McDonald’s.
Walmart. Applebee’s. Ours has become a culture of the mass-produced. A culture where a product’s ingredients are found pasted
reluctantly on the side, if at all, offering little insight into who created it, or where it came from.  

Curbing that culture has become a priority for two local women, who are passionate about promoting local sustainability and all
things handmade. Kathryn Money, ceramic artist and owner of Coach Street Clay Studio in Canandaigua, and Kala Stein, a ceramic
artist and educator from Canadice, have joined together to create an organization to encourage people to go local.

“It’s a project close to our hearts,” Stein said.

Launched in December, Cuisine Culture is a unique food and art organization with a mission to strengthen communities through
local food and art.

“I’ve had an urban garden since college,” Money said. “I’ve always been interested in growing things.”

Stein said she’s seen progress locally. With an abundance in farmers markets, farms are expanding from producing just one or two
cash crops, to growing a variety of foods.

“We want people to buy local, to support our rural community because it’s hurting in Western New York,” Stein said.

The founders hope to celebrate what the Finger Lakes region has to offer, while also encouraging others to celebrate local growers
and artisans.

Cuisine Culture is mirrored after- the Good Food Collective, owned by Chris Hartman, who along with his wife Vicki Hartman will be
a part of Cuisine Culture’s first event. The Rochester-based Good Food Collective is a “multi-farm Community Supported Agriculture
(CSA) project offering membership programs that connect people to local, sustainable foods and some of the best farmers in our
area.”     

Cuisine Culture has slated its first event for August, titled “Dinner in the Vineyard.” Tickets go on sale this Saturday, May 21. The
dinner will be held at a long banquet table in the vineyard of Inspire Moore Winery in Naples. The pair’s idea for the event was born
out a similar event that Stein was a part of in Virginia — an event where local and organic farms were celebrated.

However, Cuisine Culture is unique in that it blends local foods with local art. As the creators are both ceramic artists, it seems fitting
that they want to value the handmade, whether food or art. Money became interested in pottery specifically after going to college for
art.

“I love how a functional item can also be art — it serves to nourish you,” Money said.

The “Dinner in the Vineyard” event will use locally sourced ingredients, all from within a 40-mile radius. This “40-mile menu”
includes ingredients from area farms such as Fire Fly Farm in Canandaigua, Ambrosia farms and coffee from Scott Taylor at Dalai
Java in Canandaigua.

But it’s not only the food that will be local. In line with Cuisine Culture, local artists will also be creating the table settings, including
ceramic dinnerware, centerpieces, candle sticks and serving dishes. Guests will also be sitting with the growers and artisans, to
“celebrate the work of all those involved.”

Afterward, guests can have the chance to purchase the tableware and pottery they used at dinner, at the Pottery Market. Music during
dinner will be provided by Meyer and McGuire of Canandaigua. Immediately following will be a dinner dance with music from
Naples band, The Prickers.   

Roots Cafe’s chefs Melissa Neubauer and Michelle Halloran will be preparing the five-course meal and wine pairings. Though the
menu is still in the works, the two Cuisine Culture creators composed guidelines for the chefs to work from, but then allowed them to
“just go with it.” Some of the courses will be plated, whereas others will be served family-style, Money said.

Money and Stein hope to create more events in the future, whether it be catering or private parties.

“It’s going to make people more aware of growers and artisans in our backyards,” Money said. “By investing in something they believe
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is important in our culture, it will reinforce the value of handmade.”

“I want this to be a memorable experience for everyone,” Stein said.

To learn more about Cuisine Culture, or to volunteer or become a sponsor, go to www.cuisineculturenow.wordpress.com.

About the creators

Kathyrn Money
Katie is the owner and operator of Coach Street Clay studio & gallery, a new business in downtown Canandaigua. Kate is also a
co-founder of Cuisine Culture with Kala Stein. Kate has made her home in Canandaigua, where she lives with her husband Travis,
daughter Sylah, and their dog Kona. She received her bachelor’s of fine arts in ceramics from Rochester Institute of Technology,
School for American Crafts. Kate has been an artist in residence at Anderson Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass Village,
Colorado as well as Genesee Pottery in Rochester. As the owner of Coach Street Clay, Kate lives and works in the building, creating
her work in the studio, teaching classes in the studio, and inviting the public into the gallery to purchase works by regional artists.
She also hosts the Public Artists Lecture Series at Coach Street Clay. Coach Street Clay, coachstreetclay.com

Kala Stein
Kala Stein is a ceramic artist who has been working in clay for 11 years. Kala’s education in  ceramics spans from academia to
apprenticeship. She received her undergraduate degree in ceramics from SUNY New Paltz. While a ceramist at Moravian Pottery and
Tile Works in Doylestown, Penn., Kala made historical tile while teaching others the art of tile making. Her apprenticeship under
Donna Polseno and Richard Hensley, of 16 Hands Pottery in Floyd, Va., was a pivotal for her ceramics career. After receiving her
master’s in fine arts degree from The New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred University, she was invited to stay as an adjunct
professor, where she now balances full-time teaching and her own studio practice. Kala splits her time between Canadice and Alfred,
and exhibits her work and teaches workshops nationally. Kala also teaches at Coach Street Clay Studio in Canandaigua.Kala Stein,
kalastein.com
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